Founding Fathers: A Healthy Constitution
Post-War Apathy (0:00-8:08)
· October 1781, Yorktown was essentially the last important battle of the American Revolution
· The 13 colonies had no money and no idea what to do next
· In Fraunce’s Tavern in Manhattan, Washington planned to give a farewell dinner

· On December 23, 1783 General Washington tendered his official resignation to Congress

· He then got on his horse and rode the 50 miles to Mount Vernon
· After the war, it was difficult to get the members of Congress together to do anything- even the peace treaty with England was like pulling teeth
· Jefferson was also absent a lot because by 1782, Jefferson’s wife Martha was dying- Jefferson agreed not to marry again (so the children would not have another mother over them)

· When she died, Jefferson sobbed for months and had it not been for their children, he wasn’t sure that he wanted to live at all

· Jefferson grew very close with his daughter Patsy

· In 1784, Jefferson took Patsy with him to France as ambassador to the French Court

· Jefferson fell in love with Maria Causeway in France (she painted miniatures).  She was Italian born was but married to an unfaithful British painter

· The two were separated when she returned to England with her husband, but Jefferson wrote her a 12-page 4,000-word declaration of his love for her

· Jefferson and Maria Causeway were never together again

Slavery System (8:08-10:55)
· In 1787, 14-year old slave Sally Hemmings, arrived in France as a traveling companion for Jefferson’s younger daughter Polly
· People noted that she was nearly white.  This was probably because she was the daughter of a slave and Jefferson’s father in law

· Polly and Sally were illegitimate sisters in law

· Relationships with slaves were frowned upon but very common.  People did not make an issue out of these relationships so long as they were not flaunted around

· Certain DNA evidence proved that Jefferson and Hemmings had a relationship and had several children together
· 4 children between Jefferson and Hemmings survived to adulthood and were granted freedom by their 21st birthday

· 2 of the children passed themselves off as white and married into white families 
Constitutional Convention (10:55-27:59) (James Madison)
· From his seat of retirement Washington knew that he had to do something to save the nation and prevent the revolution from being fought for nothing
· Shay’s Rebellion in Massachusetts proved that something had to be done
· Since 1781 the American government followed the Articles of Confederation

· Under the Confederation- the nation was nothing more than a group of state governments, which did not have to act if they didn’t want to

· All decisions had to be unanimous so not much really happened

· The first meeting to solve the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation only resulted in 12 individuals gathering
· In 1787, Alexander Hamilton summoned the states together to the First Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia- all came except for Rhode Island

· The delegates believed that they job was to save the work of the American Revolution

· James Madison arrived 11 days early and came with a plan for a strong national government run by the people and not the individual states

· James Madison was a shy and nerdy man who became the father of the constitution

· James Madison was the eldest son of a wealthy and prominent family in Virginia

· He was a sickly child but very studious

· By age 9 he was reading the books in his father’s library and by 11 he could read French, Latin, and Greek

· He was a frail man that suffered from anxiety attacks

· After he graduated from college at the University of New Jersey he didn’t know what he was going to do with his life, but the Revolution gave him some direction

· If he was too weak to fight in the war, he believed that he could fight in the legislature

· In 1776, he met Governor Thomas Jefferson and they became very close friends

· During the Revolution, Madison became a seasoned politician

· In 1794, Dolley Payne Todd was excited to meet Madison- they had great chemistry although they were opposites in almost every aspect of life

· On May 9, 1787, Washington once again left his home for Philadelphia to save the progress of the Revolution.  He presided over the convention to create a new constitution
· Washington was the figurehead to oversee the convention

· Many of the founding fathers were absent from the Constitutional Convention

· John Hancock was Governor of Massachusetts

· Samuel Adams remained in Boston, Massachusetts

· Thomas Jefferson was ambassador in France

· John Adams was ambassador in England

· Patrick Henry refused the nomination to attend

· One man spoke with confidence at the convention- Madison- who brought his Virginia Plan

· They essentially agreed that they needed to start from scratch and not just amend the Articles of Confederation

· They debated many issues

· States rights vs. federal power

· The limits of executive authority

· Alexander Hamilton surprisingly suggested that the executive should be one for life (like a king)

· The delegates were stunned that Hamilton would suggest a king.

· Hamilton might have been a monarchist, but only because he feared that it might be the only option for America

· Franklin consented to the Constitution because he thought that it was probably the best that could be developed

· On September 17, 1787 the final copy of the Constitution was presented

· The Constitution needed to be ratified by 9 of the 13 very different states

· Patrick Henry raged against the Constitution and became one of the strongest opponents to the Constitution.  He was a leader of the Anti-Federalists

· The Anti-Federalists feared that the power of the central government threatened the rights and liberties of the people.  It needed a Bill of Rights
· The Federalists- Madison, Hamilton, and John Jay wrote the Federalist Papers to explain and promote the Constitution

· After many bitter debates the Federalists prevailed

· June 21, 1788 New Hampshire became the 9th state to ratify the Constitution, making it official

First Leader (27:59-31:58)
· The first task of the new nation was to nominate a leader- the first president
· Washington was unanimously elected- even by Anti-Federalists.  People couldn’t imagine anyone else with the post
· Washington refused to be called a king

· Washington made the move to New York but was not entirely happy with his election

· Washington’s cabinet was like a dream team

· Vice President John Adams

· Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton

· Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson

· Very quickly, rifts among the statesmen developed into two parties

· By the time he was to be re-elected Washington just wanted to go home- only his fear of a feud between Jefferson and Hamilton kept him in office for a second term

· After his second term he left office- this set the precedent for presidents to only serve for two terms

· After everything- Washington was still in love with Sally Fairfax- he continued to write her letters

· At 67 Washington died of a cold 

Cooperative Achievement (31:58-41:09)
· The success of the nation was a cooperative achievement
· The founding fathers knew that they had been involved in something very important

· John Hancock served as governor of Massachusetts for 11 years
· He must have forgiven George Washington for beating him out of a job as commander in chief as they named a son after him

· Hancock’s funeral was the largest in America

· Samuel Adams was elected into the Massachusetts House of Representatives

· After the start of the Revolution Samuel Adams faded into the background- his “thing” was starting revolution and rebellion
· He died in 1803 at age 81

· In 1789, Benjamin Franklin wrote a letter to Washington thankful that the cause was successful

· Franklin became sick and died at 84 in 1790 and all of Philadelphia mourned

· Thomas Paine had few friends later in his life

· Hungry for more revolution- Paine went to France and was arrested

· When he returned, he continued to write but his writings were critical of George Washington- this made him many enemies.  People did not question Washington

· In 1809 when Paine died, even the Quakers refused him a burial

· Later in his life Patrick Henry also had few friends- primarily because he was opposed to the Constitution

· Ironically, it was Henry who had pushed for a Bill of Rights and the reason one was passed

· Alexander Hamilton became known for shoring up the nation’s finances

· Hamilton got America out of debt

· He also had the first sex scandal.  Hamilton admitted to giving money to the Reynolds’ but only because he had an affair.  He freely admitted his mistake

· Hamilton’s arrogance made enemies

· In 1804, Vice President Aaron Burr challenged Hamilton to a duel and Burr shot him dead- just before his 50th birthday

· James Madison went on to write the Bill of Rights (which he had originally opposed)

· In 1809, Madison was elected the 4th President of the United States- following Jefferson who was elected as the 3rd President

· Jefferson’s daughter Patsy played the role of the first lady

· In 1809, a reporter broke the story of his relationship with Sally Hemmings
· Jefferson lived beyond his means and died deeply in debt

· John Adams succeeded George Washington and became the Second President of the United States

· Since nobody could really replace Washington- Adams was criticized as not meeting up to his standards

· Coincidentally, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams both died on July 4, 1826 (exactly 50 years to the day of the Declaration of Independence was signed)
Dreams of the Future (41:09-end)
· The legacies of all of the founding fathers continue to live on
· We are the result of their achievements and their human actions
· Their big achievement was the system they established- though people would come and go, the system survives to this day
